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Board Meeting Discusses Campus Additions
By: Alyson Seligman
July 21, 2004 2:25PM EST

At the USF St. Petersburg Campus Board meeting held July 21, Abdul Nasser, regional vice chancellor for
Administration and Finance, shared details about the revised Campus Master Plan that will bring two major additions
to campus Fall 2006. Today’s board meeting presented new details as information items to the group.
The campus’ first residence hall for 354 students and a parking garage with more than 700 spots are being proposed
as design/build teams are bidding for the projects. The size of both structures are based on campus growth
projections for enrollment for the 2008-2009 academic year.
The new residence hall is estimated at $18.3 million and will be a seven-story building that will have apartment-style
living for students. Unlike traditional dormitories, the apartments will offer private rooms for each student, one
bathroom for every two students and a kitchen in each suite that is shared by no more than four students. Research
has shown that students prefer this new living style that offers additional privacy. Campuses across the country are
also following this emerging trend.
“We are looking for an environment that promotes a living and learning atmosphere,” said Charles Brown, regional
vice chancellor for Student Affairs. “The term ‘dormitories’ implies sleep and dormancy; we want to encourage an
active campus life in our residential housing. It’s a snowball effect that really influences life on campus and is an
effective way to increase student retention.”
Plans for the residence hall include 79 four-bedroom apartments, seven double bedroom units and a single bedroom
unit. Each floor will have a laundry room and study lounge. The proposed new policy requires freshman to live on
campus if they live outside a 30-mile radius.
For the parking garage, which will be completed in two phases, plans for the first floor of the parking garage include a
Barnes and Noble bookstore, the USF St. Petersburg Police Department and USF St. Petersburg Parking Services.
After the parking garage and residence hall are completed, a future development of the master plan is to make USF
St. Petersburg a more pedestrian-friendly campus. The parking in front of Bayboro Hall and Davis Hall will be
removed to add sidewalks, seating areas and additional landscaping.
Additionally, USF St. Petersburg receives funds from the statewide capital improvement trust fund, which comes from
student fees that are allowed to be used for student-related interests. Ann Duncan, Chairman of the Campus Board,
said that with the students’ recommendation from the Fee Committee, this year’s allocation of $1.2 million will be
banked and allocated for a new student center.
The amended master plan will be reviewed by the USF St. Petersburg Campus Board in late December or early
January after a public hearing and a 90-day review.
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